
WHERE CAN I GET A REALLY, GOOD PENETRATING OIL?  
 
 
 
"The April/May 2007 edition of Machinist's Workshop did a test of penetrating 
oils where they measured the force required to loosen rusty test devices. Buy 
the issue if you want to see how they did the test.  
 
The results reported were interesting. Obviously, the lower the number of pounds needed 
to loosen the nut or bolt, the better.  The results for a simple 50/50 mixture of acetone and 
transmission fluid is surprising.  
 
Penetrating oil . Average load .. Price per fluid ounce 
None ................. 516 pounds . 
WD-40 .............. 238 pounds .. $0.25 
PB Blaster ......... 214 pounds .. $0.35 
Liquid Wrench ... 127 pounds .. $0.21k 
\ 
ATF-Acetone mix.. 53 pounds .. $0.10 
 
The ATF-Acetone mix was a 50/50 mix (1 to 1 ratio)" 
 
ATF or Automatic Transmission Fluid is that easily obtained red dyed oil used in General 
Motors automatic transmissions and power steering systems.  
 
Acetone can often be found at hardware stores but it is also called “nail polish remover” 
and any drug store should have that on its shelves.  
 
I would suggest that you mix it up in small batches that will be used up fairly quickly 
because the acetone will likely evaporate out of the concoction rapidly. Those who have 
used this combo have reported good results.  
 
Your mileage may vary.  
 
 
All materials on this site, including articles, pictures, and the like are 
protected by Copyright laws and may not be reproduced, distributed, 
transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published without the prior written 
permission of Tom Arnold(Casecoltingersoll.com) As long as you do not 
remove the Copyright or other notices you may download and print one 
copy for your personal non-commercial use. You may not transmit or store 
the content of this site in any other website or other form of electronic 
retrieval system without the prior written consent of CaseColtIngersoll.com. 
Website disclaimer.  
 



The information contained in this website is provided by 
Casecoltingersoll.com as a public service and while we attempt to provide 
accurate and up to date information, we make no representations or 
warranties of any kind, express or implied, about the completeness, 
accuracy, reliability, suitability or availability with respect to the 
information contained on the website.  
 
Under no circumstances shall we be liable for any loss or damage, direct, 
indirect or consequential arising out of the use of the information found in 
this website. Within this website you may be able to link to a number of 
websites that are not under the control of Casecoltingersoll.com. 
Casecoltingersoll. Com has no control over the content found in those links, 
and their inclusion does not imply an endorsement of the information or 
views expressed in them.  
 
 
 


